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July 2006
1. Editorial 
2. Tentmaker Management Team
3. News and Calendar
1. EDITORIAL by Derek Christensen, Chairman
We have just finished our TIE Board meetings in Capetown, where we met along with the Missions Commission conference of the World Evangelical Alliance.  And what a great time it was!  All except three board members were present, allowing us to make some major progress as we completely rethought the way we operate.  There are major changes in world tentmaking and we needed to make significant adjustments to keep up with them.  

1) We have changed our name to Tentmaking International, dropping the word ‘exchange’ which seemed to add nothing to people’s understanding.  
2) We have reconsidered our task as a world body and used two illustrations to help us in doing so.  In the past we tended to view our task as having responsibility for the overall direction of the whole world of tentmaking, like harnessing a lot of horses into a team that goes the right direction.  Too hard and the wrong sort of task!  So the way we think of our task now is more in line with the picture of a great marathon race, with many thousands of runners streaming past the refreshment tables along the way.  Our task is to provide refreshments, according to what each runner needs.  In other words, we exist to try and determine what the various needs are out there and find ways of linking the runners with the resources.  

3) As the major public face of the resources, we can offer, will be a web site, offering a wide range of services, including the capacity to receive our membership support and keep track of all our members, both individuals and organisations.  Chief designer for this is Rajesh Duthie, our board member from India.

4) As a summary of the kinds of services required, we are considering the following:

general resources about tentmaking; specific resources on areas of need including training, recruitment, security; lists of area representatives both country and region who will be champions of tentmaking rather than simply contact points; consultants available to help and advise in particular areas, a world network of people we can call on to help the movement along; information on partner organisations and agencies; stories of what is happening in tentmaking worldwide…and there will be other resources too.

In other words, people going to the site should be able to trace their needs through to an appropriate source.

5) Our board we will in future call a management team, made up of people deeply committed to tentmaking and able to contribute at this level.  It will roughly cover the main regions but the basis of membership will be the commitment and expertise brought rather than a direct regional network.

6) Our International Director becomes chairperson of the management team and the executive and secretarial functions will be handled by a management team member assisted by the office resources they have access to.  This appointment is to be confirmed shortly.  
7) Our next Congress will be in Malaysia, probably early July next year, and will include both a conference and a consultation with key missions personnel from around the world.

8) The coordinator for our rapidly growing Africa network, Tiowa Diarra, was at the conference and it was a moving experience to hear stories of what is happening in that part of the world.  Tiowa accepted a position on the management team.  An All Africa Conference will be held in Mali August 2007.

The mood of the meetings was excellent and the surrounding Missions Conference was a tremendous confirmation of the growth of tentmaking ministries worldwide.  Business as Mission was also there as a track and we had helpful discussions about our mutual interests and we believe we have a very healthy working relationship for the future.

Great times!  Hard work certainly and still many details to work out but we are glad we met and look forward to some much improved outcomes in the future.

2. Who are the Tentmakers Management Team?
To make contact with TI, the following are the members of the Management Team.  Derek Christensen, Chairman, New Zealand;  Johnny Chun possible Executive Secretary, Korea;, Ian Grant, Recording Secretary, Australia; Rajesh Duthie, Webmaster, India; Beram Kumar, SE Asia; Ken Smith, Treasurer, U.S.; Rute Eismann, Brazil; Makki Kuitinen, Finland; Danny Martin, Ambassador at Large, U.S.: Steve Simmonds, South Africa;  Bob Lopez, Philippines;,  Tiowa Diarra, Mali;  Paul Fitzgerald, U.S..
3.   News and Calendar
Brazil
Rute Silveira Eismann has been selected as the TI (TIE) representative in Brazil replacing Delnia Bastos.
AFTB in Brazil is now offering some forms of training in partnership with the Evangelical Missions Center (Tonica van der Meer is the director of the Mission Training Programme). 

a) We offer a training that requires students to take some classes at our school, or at modules offered in some other cities, 6 modules that demand them to be present and interact with other students and trainers. But most modules (12) are offered as a Distance Learning programme. 

b) At the request of the Brazilian Association of Mission Agencies we are preparing a special training for highly qualified professionals to respond to emergencies (like a Tsunami or Earthquake). We hope to offer this training in November, using a national holiday which allows people to be together for four days.

 

Philippines.  Have established a new  website for any potential tentmakers:  www.farfromhome.info 
Tentmaking Seminars:  
  GO Equipped Tentmaking Course  [image: image2.png]



6-9 July, 2006 Victoria BC Canada
Tentmaking Seminar
August 14 –18 , 2006. Kayes, Mali, Africa

Tentmaking Seminar

August 22 – 24, 2006. Sikasso, Mali, Africa 
  Light to the Nations Tentmaker Course [image: image3.png]



October 2006 - date to be announced Fort Myers, FLA, USA

God’s Story now available in over 150 languages.  The story from Creation to Eternity presents the Bible from Genesis to Revelation in video format and in audio cassettes and audio CDs.  www.god’s-story.org



Opportunities are available for work/ministry in Northern Sulawese (Celebes) for the following: Mandarin Teacher at a Christian School; Economics Lecturers at Government University; English Teacher at Private Christian School
LCWE June Enewsletter includes many good articles, One specifically pointing to tentmaking is Krish Kandiah, director of the Oxford Centre for Christian Apologetics, gives advice on how to effectively share the Christian faith in various contexts. 
August 27 and 28, 2006 ICWM will again be coming together in Virginia Beach as a coalition to examine a few core areas of ministry in an effort to get the pulse on where things are and how we as leaders need to respond. Key topics to be addressed include: Transformation of a Workplace or City;  The Next Generation: Are we mission the Boat?;  The local Church: Is it being penetrated?;  The Secularization of Nations: Can the tide e turned?  The Theology of work and updated curriculum.  Leaders from various ministries will serve on panels related to these topics.  If you feel you can contribute on one of these panels now is the time for you to contact ICWM at os@icwm.net.
AUGUST 16-19, 2007

The all Africa TIE International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako, Mali.  Arrangements are being made by the IE representative Rev. Tiowa Diarra of Partners in Mission.  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa, and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations.
  There are now over twenty seven nations with TIE contacts involved in the Conference planning, Benin,  Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Guinea-Equatorial, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.   If interested in participating in this African Conference contact: Tiowa_Diarra’at’Yahoo.fr,. UK contact is dgwgreen’at’aol.com;  U.S. contact tie’at’gatiwa.com
Have you sent in your TI support for 2006 yet?  TI is an all-volunteer organization, and no funds have been used for salaries.    We do solicit your support. We can furnish you with a tax-exempt receipt if needed.  All major credit cards are welcomed.  Mail your check or credit card information to TI at: TI:  PO Box 30947, Seattle, WA. 98113, USA email: tie’at’gatiwa.com   Ken Smith, editor  The TI website has been lost temporarily and we recommend you go to  www.tentmakernet.com  






