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Editorial   -   by Johnny Chun (Executive Secretary) 
40 Miles south of Turkey in the Mediterranean is the small Island of Cyprus .  About 2000 years ago a man from that region, Joseph , started to give spiritual influence, the impact of his actions flooded the Roman world and changed history.
 

All Joseph did was to mentor two men.  One of them was Mark who wrote one of the gospels in the New Testament.  The other man who was mentored by Joseph was well known as a tentmaker.   He eventually wrote half of the New Testament, planted many churches and pioneered evangelism and disciple making methods.  That man was Paul. 
 

Those two individuals were greatly influenced my this one mentor named Joseph.  It's also interesting to note that Joseph's Greek name was "Barnabas" meaning encourager.   This encouraging leader exercised the power of mentoring, shaping the lives of both Mark and Paul.
 

A professor who analized the lives of 600 leaders in historical and contemporary Christianity was shocked as he summarized his findings.  The studies showed that most of those leaders didn't finish well.  However, those who did had mentors and accountability.
 

Tentmaking missionaries and disciples are not born but made.  When we as tentmaking leaders focus on mentoring and training people, I believe, we can expect a more active tentmaking mission movement throughout the world. 
 

NEWS
Oceania – Regional report on Tentmaking by dr. Ian Grant
Oceania is a geographical, often geopolitical, region consisting of numerous lands – mostly islands and usually including Australia. Oceania is divided into: Micronesia – Guam, Kiribati, Marshall islands, Naru, Palau, Federated states of Micronesia; Melanesia – Fiji, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu; Polynesia – American Samoa, Cook Islands, French Polynesia, New Zealand, Niue, Pitcairn, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tavalu, Wallis and Futuna; and Australasia – Australia, Christmas Island, Cocos Islands, Norfolk Island. 
 

In terms of religious adherence the region could be considered missionised with a high proportion of people claiming to be Christian 1 - a wonderful legacy of missionary work over the past century (praise God). The approach has been mainly through a traditional mode (with a Christian Professional Identity operating out of a compound) but of recent years Tentmakers have also been involved (teachers in schools and training institutions, accountants, aid workers – especially with NGOs, and managers of businesses). Sometimes they have been invited by mission societies to undertake particular tasks ( e.g. manage a trade store or provide accounting support) or to provide models for local Christians (to counter the tendency for all to aspire to one model of Christian service - the full time Christian worker supported by the church). 
The majority of Tentmakers in the region are, however, not aligned to any particular mission organisation. Most are job takers or work for organisations with business connections in the region. Many (guess around 40%) are intentional, in terms of being on mission and aware that God has called them to serve him overseas – often with strong linkages back to their home church. They mix in government and business circles as well as work in Universities and other Institutions. They have great influence among professionals and government and support/encourage national Christians in their vocation - forming lasting family friendships. Their children attend local schools. They also participate in local churches – often providing support to pastors and sharing in teaching and leadership. Their independence also allows them to work across various mission agencies providing local support and helping to build bridges among them. 
I have noticed the following trends in the region: 
          Tentmakers from Australia and New Zealand are less common now than in the 1980s and 1990s – focus (and job opportunities) more towards Asia and Africa ; 
          More Asian Tentmakers appearing – certainly a trend that will continue; 
          Support for Tentmakers on the field tends to be weak – without good understanding of the role from home churches – few mission organisations provide support and affirm their contribution; 
          Mission organisations are employing short term professional staff (often with donor funding/ volunteers) to provide training and support to the local church (and related NGO) rather than sending vocational missionaries – the nature of the relationship has changed from dependence to partnership; 
          Some interest (but limited opportunities) for Islander people to go as Tentmakers to neighbouring regions; and 
          Many Christians from Asia and Africa now resident in Australia and New Zealand (migrants and students on temporary study visas) – this has dramatically impacted the church and increasingly the workplace. 
1 David A. Barrett, World Christian Encyclopaedia, 2001, p 13-15 
 

North America – Regional report by Ken Smith  
Tentmaking activities in North America are focused on informing the public and especially the churches what tentmaking is and how they can utilize and benefit from it.  Public informative short meetings, usually held at churches, help make the public aware that they, as laymen or clergy, can go where the Lord has called them without the problem of raising their full financial support.  One of the tenets of tentmaking is that the tentmaker must have the spiritual support of his local church and hopefully other churches.  These short seminars are normally free and are sponsored by a church and normally supported by local Christian Universities and near-by churches.
In Canada, there are two outstanding tentmaking organizations.  Tentmakernet is one of the best examples of an organization providing the informative meetings and in 2007 they were booked solid.  Ari Rocklin, the Director, is quoted as saying: " Tentmakernet, Global Opportunities (GO), & TENT of Norway working together have been running tentmaking courses that normally take  two weeks in only 4½ days.  These intensive courses are designed for professional people to fit into their busy lives.  In 2006 we launched a new course in Oslo, Norway and Fort Myers, Florida, on top of the ongoing annual courses in Victoria BC and Bergen Norway. In 2007 we plan to add courses in Taiwan, London , UK and two courses in Brazil.  This will max us out on the number of courses that we can run in a year.  In addition, free half day tentmaking seminars are run monthly, in which over 1000 people have attended. Many take the longer courses as well. It is difficult to track individuals but it is estimated that 7% have gone into His service and 25% plan to go with 50% leaving within a year of attending. Ninetyseven percent of those who are serving are 100% supported by their jobs and are sent by their home churches. GO, of California, does not send anyone, but just supports the tentmaker in their ministry skills & training.  
www.globalopps.org   www.tentmakaingnet.org   
The other main tentmaker supporter in Canada is YWAM representative Mike McLoughlin who has built up a wide range of resources and is more active in tentmaking in the marketplace.  His active blog on business practices covers about all of the questions and problems of the tentmaker in business.  www.scruples.net .
Many individual organizations in the USA have started tentmaking training for both local and foreign operations.  Most of the active tentmaking organizations are focused on Business as Missions, such as Business Professionals Network,(BPN), International Coalition of Workplace Ministries (ICWM),  and SIM  The value of partnering or working together is now being accepted with organizations like Power of Connecting and Partners Worldwide.  .  Some of the sending agencies are: Mission to Unreached Peoples, Action, Frontiers and Pioneers.
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 July 9-11, 2007  5th TI Congress, Malaysia .   Tentmakers International (TI, formerly TIE ) will hold its 5th Congress in Malaysia.   From the 11th - 13th, the TI Consultation for TI associates and experienced tentmakers will be held in the same venue. 
  August 16-19, 2007 The all Africa TI International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako , Mali .  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa , and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations. 
For African registrations in this African Conference contact: Tiowa_Diarra'at' Yahoo.fr,.
U.S. contact tie'at' gatiwa.com 
 
August 21- 24, 2007   Third Tentmaking Residential Training will be held at Centre Polyvalent de Nyamana, Bamako, Mali .   The seminar is designed to equip Tentmakers for Christian testimony in both work and living place.   The speakers will be Steinar Opheim, from Norway, Gerson Celeti from Italy and Tiowa Diarra from Mali .   If you need more information contact Tiowa_Diarra'at' Yahoo.fr 
  October 11 – 14, 2007 Oslo , Norway .  Tentmaking course to be held in Norway.  For more information go to the following link http://www.tent.no/arrangement/index.php#49 
October 29 – November 2, 2007   "Give Us The Nations"  The 2nd Euronet Missions Conference Brussels, Belgium.  Organized and sponsored by the European Filipino Christian Networking Trust.   For more information, visit:  http://www.euronettrust.com
April 30 – May 4, 2008 , Bergen Norway.   Tentmaking course to be held in Norway .  For more information go to the following link. http://www.tent.no/arrangement/index.php#35 
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