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Editorial 
Derek Christensen; Chairman, Tentmakers International 
 

The other day I attended a conference on Business as Mission.  It was a good time, well run and well attended.   For the two days before that I was at a consultation on marketplace ministries, a collection of a diverse range of groups all aiming to engage people in their work settings in a fresh understanding of their calling and mission within their workplace. 
 

What struck me especially as I reflected on the three days spent sitting listening and chatting with participants was this.   It is as though the Lord is turning on lights amongst various groups of His people all over the world.
 

For many years now I have been involved with tentmaking groups and with marketplace groups.   It has been hard work, slow, often misunderstood, often seen as 'just Derek's hobby horse.'
 

My aim in all of it was to alert God's people to the fact He wants all of us as part of His global initiative to spread the good news of the Kingdom.   Not just pastors, not just career mission groups, not just specialists and 'professionals' and those who are paid to run churches and missions.  I have nothing against any of these groups at all as I have been one of them all my working life.  But we are only a tiny part of the whole people of God, maybe something between say two and five per cent of the total number of God's people. 
 

Now God is turning on the lights in groups outside the religious professionals.   I watched Christian business people get excited about the fact they were called of God and had a role to play in the global mission of Jesus.  I teach others who have wondered about a cross cultural commitment for years but could never see themselves in a traditional type of mission role.  Now they have woken up to the way their qualifications and their passion for the Lord can open doors in many countries.   At the marketplace consultation I was blown away by the story of a young second officer flying with a major airline who had begun a Christian group for the entire airline. 

 

The lights are coming on.   Little pinpricks of light are beginning to glow all over the world as God's ordinary people catch the vision of the extraordinary task our Lord has given us within the contexts of the work we do and the skills we have. 
 

And the lights will come on even faster if every time someone comes alight, they look for others they can link up with to drive back the shadows even further. 
 

NEWS
 

AUSTRALASIA 
 Business as Mission has received a significant boost in Australia and New Zealand with seminars sponsored by Interserve.  The New Zealand seminar had a better than expected attendance, reflecting the growing interest and also involvement of a wide range of people in the country.  Several agencies now do much of their work using a business model. 
 

ASIA 
OPEN Huddles are conferences organized for practitioners in the Business as Mission and tentmaking fields and we have received information about two to be held this year as follows:
Thailand Bangkok May 24-27
Speakers: 
Jim Frost an experienced trainer of leaders (including Dick Scoggins), will be teaching on Leading Leaders or Total Leadership.
Patrick Lai, small business owner in SE Asia will be bringing the devotions, based out of Nehemiah also focused on leadership.
Turkey Open Huddle Istanbul, November 8-11 
Speakers:
Dick Scoggins will be teaching on "House Church Planting."
Bill Job, a medium sized business owner in China will be bring the devotions 
sharing on his experiences of 20 years as a tentmaker.
If you need more information contact us at tentmakersint@gmail.com and we'll get you in touch with the organizers. 
MIDDLE EAST
Lebanon.   The Evangelical Free Church of Lebanon is seeking emergency assistance as the post-war cleanup continues. Medical and construction teams are urgently needed this month. The leadership of the church in Lebanon is scrambling to get an aid network established before the winter weather sets in. The EFC of Lebanon has assisted nearly 4,000 people with food, fuel, medical supplies, and transportation. The United Nations (UN) food aid agency ended its relief program in Lebanon on October 31, saying there was now enough food available after the war.  Pray for this team as they serve as the hands and feet of Christ in Lebanon. If you or your church wants to mobilize teams, contact EFCA International for more information. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We would like to introduce to you an important free opportunity to make courses more widely known through the Evangelical Training Database.  The Evangelical Training Database is a searchable online database at www.trainforChrist.org which seeks to give information on evangelical pastoral, theological en missionary training courses in all countries… 
 

April 27th – May 1st , 2007   Tentmaking course in Bergen , Norway .  This will be one of the few tentmaking courses to be held in Europe this year.  For more information go to http://www.tent.no/arrangement/index.php#35. 
 

July 9-11, 2007  5th TI Congress , Malaysia .   Tentmakers International (TI, formerly TIE ) will hold its 5th Congress in Malaysia , and is open to anyone with an interest in tentmaking. From the 11th - 13th, the TI Consultation for TI associates and experienced tentmakers will be held in the same venue. To register, please contact ticongress(at)gmail(dot)com [As a means of preventing spam for our contributors, in the preceding email address(es), please replace (at) with @ and (dot) with .] or browse to http://www.tentmakersinternational.info or http://www.tentmakernet.com 
  
August 16-19, 2007 The all Africa TI International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako , Mali .  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa , and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations. 
For African registrations in this African Conference contact : Tiowa_Diarra'at'Yahoo.fr,.
U.S. contact tie'at' gatiwa.com 
 
August 21- 24, 2007  Third Tentmaking Residential Training will be held at Centre Polyvalent de Nyamana, Bamako, Mali.  The seminar is designed to equip Tentmakers for Christian testimony in both work and living place.  The speakers will be Steinar Opheim, from Norway, Gerson Celeti from Italy and Tiowa Diarra from Mali.   If you need more information contact Tiowa_Diarra'at'Yahoo.fr
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